
Tom Wheeler 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

July 3, 2014 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Commissioners: 

The FCC is considering a proposal for supporting library telecommunications and Internet access 

costs at $1 per square foot. How will this affect Brooklyn Public Library? We ha,re spent 

approximately $600,000 from 2008 to the present on our Wi-Fi services alone. We anticipate 

spending $5,000,000 over the next five years, including wireline Internet access costs, routers and 

switches, fuewalls, wireless controllers, wireless access points, power management, software and 

licenses. These costs reflect some equipment discounts as well as using our own I.T. staff for 

some of the installations. We expect our Internet access cost to increase over the next five years as 

we upgrade our branches to Metro Ethernet. 

With regard to using square footage of library buildings to limit the funds libraries obtain from the 

FCC through the E-Rate program, we fully support the position of our colleagues at the Urban 

Library Council: it is unfair to urban libraries and to our customers, the majority of whom are low

income, unemployed and underemployed. Our libraries are more crowded, serving many more 

customers in smaller buildings than suburban or rural systems. Brooklyn Public Library's footprint 

totals 1 million square feet, providing services to over 2.5 million residents. We concur with Jim 
Loter of the Seattle Public Library's recommendation that you provide two viable alternative 

methods for FCC funding, letting libraries choose the method that benefits them more: 

1. Fund public libraries at the rate of no less than $4 per square foot; 

2. Fund public libraries at the rate of$150 per average daily visitor. 

Our vision is to be a vital center of knowledge for all, accessible 24 hours a day, providing the 

people of Brooklyn with free and open access to information for education, recreation and 

reference. To that end, we are cotn.tnitted to ensuring that all Brooklyn conununities have 

equitable access to BPL's wealth of digital resources. Each year we see increased usage of our 

Wi-Fi network, with many patrons bringing their own tablets, laptops and smartphones into our 

branches. In addition, we are providing more wireless devices for our customers to use not only in 
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our branches, but to check out and take home. Our customers often have no other means to 

obtain Internet access for seeking employment, education, assistance with medical issues, or 

engaging in society. 

Using square footage to apportion money to libraries would mean substantially less money for 

urban libraries like ours, hindering our efforts to provide critical digital access to every Brooklyn 

neighborhood - particularly in the many low income communities that we serve where broadband 

adoption rates lag. Please provide us with the funding we need to continue to deliver this vital 

service to our customers. 

Respectfully yours, 

Selvon Smith 

Vice President, Information Technology Department 

Brooklyn Public Library 


